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This document is an update on the co-design process of St Mark’s
Place and the junction in New Wimbledon Theatre. The document
follows a series of workshops and meetings with residents and
local businesses. A full report on the co-design process will be
produced in due course.
The document presents revised proposals responding to the
feedback that residents gave to the initial proposals during the
meeting on the 5th of December 2018. See below a summary of
that feedback and the proposals in the following pages.
The proposals will be presented and discussed in the Wimbledon
Community Forum on the 28th of March 2019.
This document has been sent to the Future Merton and to the
residents and businesses that have parcipated in any stage of
the co-design process. If you have received this, please keep it
confidential until the proposals are presented in public in the
Wimbledon Community Forum on the 28th of March 2019.
Further information on the co-design process will be published
on: https://www.merton.gov.uk/futurewimbledon

FEEDBACK FOR ST MARK’S PLACE:
Discussion with the library, the church and the pub
The design should consider the library, the church and the pub. The following conversations are
necessary:
A conversation with the library is necessary to discuss:
• The ‘cage’ behind the broken railings in St Mark’s Place. It would be necessary to discuss
a friendlier way of protecting access. The old railing should be restored.
• Discuss other entrances to the library and the art space. The two possibilities discussed
were the fire exit and the access to the art space located next to the planter of the church.
A conversation with the church is necessary to discuss:
• Access to the library/art space through the door next to the planter of the church. Any
change to that area needs to be discuss with the church.
A conversation with the pub is necessary to discuss:
Whether the space is suitable for loading/unloading.
• Licensing and restricting access of their customers to other places of St Mark’s Place.
There was a general concern that the new sitting spaces will attract more people from the
pub to drink on these areas. Some attendees pointed out that in some busy evenings, the
customers of the pub spread all along St Mark’s Place.
Stalls and kiosks
The proposals for the permanent shelter for the fruit stall (with space for a van) and the three
kiosks were welcomed. However, the participants pointed out that this is a Conservation Area
and the design of the kiosks should respect the library, which is a Victorian listed building. They
did not want them to be wooden boxes. Instead the preferred other design in accordance with
a Victorian setting. The following examples were discussed: Farnham Market, Castle St/Borough
Market barrows.

In general, the participants preferred the sitting to be not so long and be split up in smaller
benches.
The participants did not want tables. However, during the co-design workshop on the 3rd of
November, 3 out of the 9 respondents suggested that St Mark’s Place should have tables.
Bins and recycling
Participants did not like the idea of the recycling bins next to the benches, because the smell
it can cause. They said the bins should be closer to be buildings.
They also called for street bins. If St Mark’s Place is going to become a public space, it will
need bins.
Cycle racks and planters
The idea of the cycle racks and planters was welcomed.
Street lighting
The participants preferred it to be attached to the walls rather than poles. One participant
summarised it by email in the following way:
“Should be of traditional Victorian style; mounted on Library and Pub/commercial space along
sides of St Mark’s Place. Mews is too narrow to use poles.”
New entrances to the library
There was a discussion of the new entrances to the library and the art space. The two options
are the closed entrance to the art space that is next to the church and the fire exit of the library
towards the middle of St Mark’s Place.

Stage

In case the entrance of the library is the one next to the church, a re-design the space in front
of the entrance must be done in agreement with the church.

The idea of a stage was welcomed. The participants pointed out that the old railings should be
refurbished and not covered (see next point of refurbishment of the library).

In case it is done where the fire exit is, the design should consider access to this entrance. (In
any case, the design should ensure this can be a fire exit).

FEEDBACK FROM MEETING 5TH OF DECEMBER 2018

Refurbishment of the library

Pavement

On the 5th of December 2018, Future Merton and Lugadero had a meeting with residents and
community groups from Wimbledon. The aims of the meeting were:
Present a summary of the feedback and ideas collected on the co-design workshops about St Mark’s
Place (3rd of November) and the space in front of New Wimbledon Theatre (10th of November).
Present and discuss the initial draft proposals that Lugadero has elaborated from the feedback and
ideas collected in the co-design workshops.

The library should be restored and brought back to its original design with railings around (see
photo). One of the participants summarised by email the needs and demands for restoring the
library in the following way:

The pavement needs strong foundations to avoid being damaged by loading/unloading
vehicles. Currently, the pavement is heavily damaged.

“Library brickwork need to be carefully restored, the beautiful broken iron railing fixed;
hoppers and drains cleared; piers cleaned and drains redone to stop water damaging piers.
Protective grillwork around disused entrances needs to be improved/modernised. Jet spray
everything. This is basic stuff that must be done before anything else.

The meeting took place in Wimbledon Library at 5:30pm. Some of the residents and community
groups had attended to the co-design workshops, while others were taking part in the co-design
process for the first time.
Lugadero brought printed versions of maps with a summary of the responses from the co-design
workshops and also printed versions of the proposals.
Future Merton introduced the Play Wimbledon process for those that were engaging in it for the
first time.
Lugadero first presented the responses and ideas collected in the co-design workshop for St
Mark’s Place and explained how they have been translated into design proposals for a new public
space. The feedback for the initial proposal for St Mark’s Place is explained below.

The front of the Library should get a Heritage Grant and restore the former glory of the
frontage, reinstating railings and trees (cf: Library photo).”
Car access
Participants agreed that car access to the church must be kept. They also agreed that parking
should not be allowed in St Mark’s Place. The only vehicle that should park in St Mark’s Place is the
fruit van. They also mentioned that we should discuss with the pub the space needed for loading/
unloading.
Trees

After discussing St Mark’s Place, Lugadero explained the summary of the responses and ideas
collected in the workshop for the space in front of New Wimbledon Theatre and how they had
been translated into proposals. The feedback for the initial proposal for St Mark’s Place is explained
below.

The participants suggested that there should be a line of trees (some suggested 3) along St Mark’s
Place that frame the way to the church. They would like the position of the trees to be at the centre
of the street (rather than so close to the library), where the benches are. They would like the trees
to be next to the sitting areas and benches.

After the meeting, Lugadero will amend the proposals addressing the feedback and come back
with the amended proposals in the new year.

The existing tree must be kept.
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Benches, sitting and tables
The participants agree that there should be sitting spaces in St Mark’s Place, although there are
concerns that these sitting would attract people drinking from the pub. As previously mentioned,
it must be ensured that people drinking in the pub do not go outside their outdoors area.

One participant suggested recycling and repairing existing paving.
FEEDBACK FOR SPACE IN FRONT OF NEW WIMBLEDON THEATRE
Participants suggested that more green is needed. This is a very polluted area and we need
to build a place where people feel comfortable sitting. A “green screen” can protect people
from the pollution of the traffic. This can be done through hedges.
Lighting should not be with poles. We could have a few large lighting poles in the junction and
them other lighting behind the benches that provide further light to the floor.
The paving of the floor should be accessible. There were concerns that cobbles would not be
accessible.
Level the pavement in the entrance of Russell Road from the Broadway.
There was also a suggestion to close Russell Road during certain hours of the day (6 hours a
day) and turning it into a food market.
The design of the pavement should follow certain design features of the theatre. The curves
could be parallel to the dome. The pavement could also include radial lines coming out of the
dome.
Some ideas were discussed about the design of the benches, such as following the same
curves as the pavement.

Fruit stall with storage and
space for the van.

Market stalls powered with
solar energy.

Stage for events.

Covered recycling bins. Street bins
can be located next to them.

Benches surrounding trees
and mini-gardens.

Vehicular access for users
of the car-park of St Mark’s
Church, emergency vehicles
and freight vehicles.
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Planters delimiting the space
of the pub.

Play and sitting area.

Planters that could
include street bins.

also

Planters cycle racks.

Existing planter of St Mark’s
Church. There is a proposal to
re-design this in the following
page, which would need to be
agreed with St Mark’s Church.

Re-opened entrance
to Wimbledon Arts
Space.

This is a proposal to re-design
the planter of St Mark’s Church
to improve the accessibility
of the re-opened entrance of
Wimbledon Arts Space. The redesign keeps the olive tree. This
re-design will only take place if
agreed with St Mark’s Church.
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This is a proposal to re-design
the planter of St Mark’s Church
to improve the accessibility
of the re-opened entrance of
Wimbledon Arts Space. The redesign keeps the olive tree. This
re-design will only take place if
agreed with St Mark’s Church.
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*The cycle lane is a potential proposal, which could be implemented at later stages as part of a comprehensive cycling scheme.
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